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ABSTRACT 

This paper highlights the importance of phonology in second 
language learning, comparing phonetic mistakes made by adult native speakers 
of English learning Georgian and adult native speakers of Georgian learning 
English. It emphasizes the importance of a holistic, systemic approach to 
teaching second languages that involves making the first language part of the 
whole teaching and learning process. The paper describes a systemic approach 
to vowel acquisition, examining the phonological and vowel systems of English 
and Georgian (similarity and absence of sounds) and short vowels versus 
Georgian monophthongs (similarity and absence of sounds and absence of 
microsystems: diphthongs and triphthongs). It discusses consonantal systems 
of Georgian and English. It concludes that second language learners try to 
pronounce target sounds based on the native language's sound repertoire as 
well as the sound systems of other languages acquired previously. This 
storehouse of sounds is the learner's main resource for target sound 
acquisition and is a logical way to proceed from the familiar to the 
unfamiliar. Once the selection is made, the sounds make up a special 
reference sound group (RSG) to which the learner may refer as needed. The 
degree of similarity or dissimilarity existing between first and second 
language phonemes affects the nature of the RSG. Helpful tips for teachers 
for the application of the "Systemic Method" in foreign language teaching is 
appended. (Contains 24 notes, 19 tables, and 12 references.) (SM) 
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Case Study 

Theoretical Generalizations 
Classroom Implementation 



The aim of the paper is to show the importance of 
phonology in foreign, language acquisition. The paper 
utilizes a comparative analysis of phonetic mistakes made 
by native speakers of English learning Georgian arid native 
speakers of Georgian learning English. The paper offers 
some generalized principles regarding the place of 
phonology in foreign language teaching and. gives practical 
suggestions for enhancing classroom instruction. 



The 21 st century, into which our civilization has just made its first steps, promises 
dazzling technological progress for mankind, accompanied by the redefinition of 
economic and cultural borders with the phenomenon of globalization. In the process, 
English has become the language of choice of much of the media. Indeed, with 
globalization, English has been speedily creeping even towards the remotest places of our 
planet, not only to win over people's minds 1 but also helping them to discover something 
new, something different from themselves, and through this discovery becoming richer in 
knowledge and culture than before. It has not been a one-way process, however. The 
unprecedented level of importance and use of English as an international language is 
bringing English and the English speaking peoples into close contact with minor nations, 
their cultures and languages 2 , resulting in a two-way process in which the awareness of 
all groups concerned of each other’s language and culture has been intensified. 

1 Cf. "The demand for English-language broadcasts, texts mid other materials lias created rich markets. Yet 
the United States seems barely aware of them, and Britain has captured a firm lead in many areas. Wants 
one book publisher. Chairman Leo Albert of Prentice-Hall International-. This is abatde for people's minds. 
And we're lagging far behind the British' " (U.S. News &World Report. Feb. 18, 1985, p. 49). 

2 Especially telling in diis respect are die international conferences held by American and British 
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